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Oregon 
 

STATE LIQUOR AUTHORITY State of Oregon 
Oregon Liquor Control Commission 
9079 SE McLoughlin Boulevard 
Portland, OR 97222 
Phone: 503-872-5000 
Fax: 503-872-5266 
Website: www.olcc.state.or.us 

AGE TO CONSUME 21 

AGE TO SERVE 18 

AGE TO POUR 21 

AGE TO SELL (PACKAGED LIQUOR) 18 

MINORS ALLOWED ON PREMISE? Minors are generally not permitted in areas like a lounge, tavern or other 
area whose main purpose is the sale of alcohol. Unless employed to 
restock supplies and do food service.  One exception is that a minor may 
be in these areas if accompanied by their spouse who is of age, but the 
minor may not possess or consume of alcohol while in the establishment.   

CAN PARENTS SERVE? Yes, in the privacy of their own residence.   

HOURS OF SERVICE On Premise:  Monday through Sunday 7:00 am - 2:30 am.  Licensees 
should consult OLCC before closing for a private party.   
Off Premise:  Retail - Monday through Sunday, 7:00 am - 2:30 am.  
Liquor stores- all stores must be open between the hours of 12:00 pm - 
6:00 pm.  Stores may not open earlier than 7:00 am nor close later than 
10:00 pm.  All stores must be open a minimum of eight hours per day.  
Stores may choose to be open on Sundays and holidays.   

ACCEPTED ID’S Any valid state Driver's license with photo, valid DMV ID card with 
photo, name, date of birth, & physical description from any state.  
Passport or US Passport Card, valid US Military ID Card.  Alternative ID:  
Produce 2 pieces of ID 1 descriptive, 1 supportive and must complete 
OLCC statement of Age card.    

LEGAL LEVEL OF INTOXICATION WHILE 
DRIVING 

.08 BAC 

DRAM SHOP LAW Oregon holds the guest civilly liable, not the licensee or employees ---
except if the licensee or server served a visibly intoxicated guest or should 
reasonably have known that the guest was intoxicated.  Also, any person, 
including the licensee or employee, is civilly liable if they cause, 
encourage or contribute to forcing a guest to drink alcohol in any manner. 

ID CONFISCATION Yes and if DMV identification is used in misrepresentation, the minor’s 
driving privileges may be suspended for up to one year and/or the minor 
will have to wait for up to one year to apply for a driver’s license. 

HAPPY HOUR & OTHER SERVICE 
RESTRICTIONS 

Happy hour is permitted, but it may not be advertised outside the licensed 
business.  Same rule applies to a licensee who wishes to offer a food and 
drink combination for a special price if the price includes a temporary 
price reduction on the alcohol.  Oregon does not distinguish between 
“happy hour" " drink specials" and/or” promotions”.  Drink specials may 
not be offered after 12:00 midnight.   

PENALTIES FOR SERVING OR SELLING TO A 
MINOR 

1st  offense - 10 days suspension or $1650.00 fine 
2nd offense - 30 days suspension or $4950.00 fine 
3rd offense - 30 days suspension. Potential criminal charge 

WARNING SIGNS REQUIRED ON EFFECTS OF 
ALCOHOL ON FETUS?  

Any person in possession of a valid retail liquor license, who sells liquor 
on and  off the premises is  encouraged to post signs of any size at places 
where alcoholic beverages are displayed, informing the public of the 
effects of alcohol consumption during pregnancy. 

Disclaimer: 
This document is not intended to provide legal advice.  Laws on alcohol sales and service may vary greatly by city, county or state.  For 
complete information on the alcohol laws in effect in your region, please contact the liquor authority in your state and/or municipality.  
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ADDENDUM: OREGON’S DRAM SHOP LAW 
 
471.565 Liability for providing or serving alcoholic beverages to intoxicated person; notice of 
claim. (1) A patron or guest who voluntarily consumes alcoholic beverages served by a person 
licensed by the Oregon Liquor Control Commission, a person holding a permit issued by the 
commission or a social host does not have a cause of action, based on statute or common law, 
against the person serving the alcoholic beverages, even though the alcoholic beverages are 
served to the patron or guest while the patron or guest is visibly intoxicated. The provisions of this 
subsection apply only to claims for relief based on injury, death or damages caused by 
intoxication and do not apply to claims for relief based on injury, death or damages caused by 
negligent or intentional acts other than the service of alcoholic beverages to a visibly intoxicated 
patron or guest. 
 (2) A person licensed by the Oregon Liquor Control Commission, person holding a permit issued 
by the commission or social host is not liable for damages caused by intoxicated patrons or 
guests unless the plaintiff proves by clear and convincing evidence that: 
 (a) The licensee, permittee or social host served or provided alcoholic beverages to the patron or 
guest while the patron or guest was visibly intoxicated; and 
 (b) The plaintiff did not substantially contribute to the intoxication of the patron or guest by: 
 (A) Providing or furnishing alcoholic beverages to the patron or guest; 
 (B) Encouraging the patron or guest to consume or purchase alcoholic beverages or in any other 
manner; or 
 (C) Facilitating the consumption of alcoholic beverages by the patron or guest in any manner. 
 (3) Except as provided in subsection (4) of this section, an action for damages caused by 
intoxicated patrons or guests off the premises of a person licensed by the Oregon Liquor Control 
Commission, a person holding a permit issued by the commission or a social host may be 
brought only if the person asserting the claim has given the licensee, permittee or social host the 
notice required by subsection (5) of this section within the following time periods: 
 (a) If a claim is made for damages arising out of wrongful death, notice must be given within one 
year after the date of death, or within one year after the date that the person asserting the claim 
discovers or reasonably should have discovered the existence of a claim under this section, 
whichever is later. 
 (b) If a claim is made for damages for injuries other than wrongful death, notice must be given 
within 180 days after the injury occurs, or within 180 days after the person asserting the claim 
discovers or reasonably should have discovered the existence of a claim under this section, 
whichever is later. 
 (4) The time provided for the giving of notice under subsection (3) of this section does not include 
any period during which: 
 (a) The claimant is under 18 years of age; 
 (b) The claimant is unable to give notice by reason of the injury or by reason of being financially 
incapable, as defined in ORS 125.005, or is incapacitated, as defined in ORS 125.005; or 
 (c) The claimant is unable to determine that the licensee, permittee or social host is liable 
because the patron or guest who caused the damages asserts a right against self-incrimination 
and cannot be compelled to reveal the identity of the licensee, permittee or social host, or cannot 
be compelled to reveal facts that would establish the liability of the licensee, permittee or social 
host. 
 (5) A licensee, permittee or social host shall be considered to have been given notice for the 
purposes of this section if: 
 (a) The licensee, permittee or social host is given formal notice in the manner specified in 
subsection (6) of this section; 
 (b) The licensee, permittee or social host receives actual notice as described in subsection (7) of 
this section; 
 (c) An action is commenced by or on behalf of the claimant within the period of time specified by 
subsections (3) and (4) of this section; or 
 (d) Any payment on the claim is made to the claimant by or on behalf of the licensee, permittee 
or social host. 
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 (6) Formal notice of a claim subject to this section must be in writing, must be mailed to the 
licensee, permittee or social host, or personally served on the licensee, permittee or social host, 
and must contain all of the following: 
 (a) A statement that a claim for damages is made against the licensee, permittee or social host. 
 (b) A description of the time, place and circumstances giving rise to the claim, so far as known to 
the claimant. 
 (c) The name of the claimant and mailing address for the claimant to which correspondence 
regarding the claim may be mailed. 
 (7) For the purposes of this section, “actual notice” means any communication to a licensee, 
permittee or social host that gives the licensee, permittee or social host actual knowledge of the 
time, place and circumstances of the claim, if the communication is such that a reasonable 
person would conclude that a particular person intends to assert a claim against the licensee, 
permittee or social host. [Formerly 30.950] 
 Note: Section 2, chapter 534, Oregon Laws 2001, provides:  
Sec. 2. The amendments to ORS 30.950 [renumbered 471.565] by section 1 of this 2001 Act 
apply only to causes of action arising on or after the effective date of this 2001 Act [January 1, 
2002]. [2001 c.534 §2] 
 Note: 471.565 was enacted into law by the Legislative Assembly but was not added to or made a 
part of ORS chapter 471 or any series therein by legislative action. See Preface to Oregon 
Revised Statutes for further explanation. 
 


