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Vermont 
 

STATE LIQUOR AUTHORITY State of Vermont 
Department of Liquor Control  
13 Green Mountain Drive, Drawer 20 
Montpelier, Vermont 05620-4501 
Phone: 802-828-2345 
Fax: 802-828-2803 
E-mail: mike@dlc.state.vt.us 
Website:  https://liquorcontrol.vermont.gov/ 

AGE TO CONSUME 21 

AGE TO SERVE 18 

AGE TO POUR 18 

AGE TO SELL (PACKAGED LIQUOR) 16 for 2nd class licensees only 

MINORS ALLOWED ON PREMISE? It is unlawful to serve or sell alcohol to anyone under the age of 21.  
Admittance to establishments that serve alcohol is a decision left up to 
the establishment.  However, if an establishment limits access only to 
those 21 or older, the policy must be uniformly enforced.   

CAN PARENTS SERVE? 21 

HOURS OF SERVICE Yes, 6:00 a.m. until 12:00 midnight.  It is unlawful to serve or sell 
alcohol to anyone under the age 21.  Minors are not allowed to 
consume alcohol in the presence of their parents or legal guardian 
under any circumstance, either on or off a licensed premise.   

ACCEPTED ID’S Valid photo driver license.  Liquor control adult ID card, valid passport 
or passport card, US military Identification card, valid photo non-driver 
ID card from any state.   
 

LEGAL LEVEL OF INTOXICATION WHILE 
DRIVING 

.08 BAC 

DRAM SHOP LAW Only law enforcement officers are authorized to confiscate false IDs 

ID CONFISCATION None 

HAPPY HOUR & OTHER SERVICE RESTRICTIONS Licensees may not offer single-priced, unlimited service drink specials, 
give free drinks to patrons, or encourage or promote any organized 
game which awards alcohol as a prize or promotes excessive drinking.  
Licensees may not offer Happy Hour specials after 10:00 p.m. or serve 
more than one drink to a person at one time.   

PENALTIES FOR SERVING OR SELLING TO A 
MINOR 

$500 to $2000 fine and/or imprisonment up to 2 years.  Suspension or 
revocation of license determined by Liquor Control Board.  It can also 
be a felony if minor injuries self or another due to intoxication.   

WARNING SIGNS REQUIRED ON EFFECTS OF 
ALCOHOL ON FETUS?  

Title 7 VSA § 602 

 
 

Disclaimer: 
This document is not intended to provide legal advice.  Laws on alcohol sales and service may vary greatly by city, county or state.  For 
complete information on the alcohol laws in effect in your region, please contact the liquor authority in your state and/or municipality.  
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ADDENDUM: VERMONT DRAM SHOP LAW 
 
7 V.S.A. § 501. Unlawful sale of intoxicating liquors; civil action for damages 
 
§ 501. Unlawful sale of intoxicating liquors; civil action for damages  
(a) Action for damages. A spouse, child, guardian, employer or other person who is injured in 
person, property or means of support by an intoxicated person, or in consequence of the 
intoxication of any person, shall have a right of action in his or her own name, jointly or severally, 
against any person or persons who have caused in whole or in part such intoxication by selling or 
furnishing intoxicating liquor: 
(1) to a minor as defined in this title; 
(2) to a person apparently under the influence of intoxicating liquor; 
(3) to a person after legal serving hours; or 
(4) to a person whom it would be reasonable to expect would be under the influence of 
intoxicating liquor as a result of the amount of liquor served by the defendant to that person. 
(b) Survival of action; joint action. Upon the death of either party, the action and right of action 
shall survive to or against the party's executor or administrator. The party injured or his or her 
legal representatives may bring either a joint action against the person intoxicated and the person 
or persons who furnished the liquor and an owner who may be liable under subsection (c) of this 
section, or a separate action against either or any of them. 
(c) Landlord liability. If the intoxicating liquor was sold or furnished to the intoxicated person in a 
rented building, the owner may be joined as a defendant in the action, and judgment therein may 
be rendered against the owner, if the owner of the building or in the case of a corporation, its 
agent, knew or had reason to know that intoxicating liquor was sold or furnished by the tenant: 
(1) to minors as defined in this title; 
(2) to persons apparently under the influence of intoxicating liquor; 
(3) to persons after legal serving hours; or 
(4) to persons whom it would be reasonable to expect would be under the influence of intoxicating 
liquor as a result of the amount of liquor served to them by the tenant. It shall be an affirmative 
defense to an action against an owner that the owner took reasonable steps to prevent the sale of 
intoxicating liquor under the circumstances described in this subsection or to evict the tenant. 
(d) Statute of limitations. An action to recover for damages under this section shall be 
commenced within two years after the cause of action accrues, and not after. 
(e) Evidence. In an action brought under this section, evidence of responsible actions taken or not 
taken is admissible, if otherwise relevant. Responsible actions may include, but are not limited to, 
instruction of servers as to laws governing the sale of alcoholic beverages, training of servers 
regarding intervention techniques, admonishment to patrons or guests concerning laws regarding 
the consumption of intoxicating liquor, and inquiry under the methods provided by law as to the 
age or degree of intoxication of the persons involved. 
(f) Right of contribution. A defendant in an action brought under this section has a right of 
contribution from any other responsible person or persons, which may be enforced in a separate 
action brought for that purpose. 
(g) Social host. 
(1) Except as set forth in subdivision (2) of this subsection, nothing in this section shall create a 
statutory cause of action against a social host for furnishing intoxicating liquor to any person 
without compensation or profit, if the social host is not a licensee or required to be a licensee 
under this title. However, this subdivision shall not be construed to limit or otherwise affect the 
liability of a social host for negligence at common law. 
(2) A social host who knowingly furnishes intoxicating liquor to a minor may be held liable under 
this section if the social host knew, or a reasonable person in the same circumstances would 
have known, that the person who received the intoxicating liquor was a minor. 
(h) Definitions. For the purpose of this section:  
(1) "Apparently under the influence of intoxicating liquor" means a state of intoxication 
accompanied by a perceptible act or series of actions which present signs of intoxication. 
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(2) "Social host" means a person who is not the holder of a liquor license and is not required 
under this title to hold a liquor license. (Amended 1987, No. 103, § 1; 1999, No. 116 (Adj. Sess.), 
§ 1.) 
 
§ 502. Minors; payment of damages recovered 
All damages recovered by a minor in such action shall be paid over to such minor or to his 
guardian on such terms as the court may order. 
 
§ 503. Satisfaction of judgment; revocation of license 
If a judgment recovered against a licensee under the provisions of section 501 of this title remains 
unsatisfied for thirty days after the entry thereof, the board of control commissioners or the liquor 
control board shall revoke his license. A license shall not be granted to a person against whom 
such judgment has been recovered, until the same is satisfied. 
 
§ 504. Action founded on tort; certified execution 
a judgment for the plaintiff under section 501 of this title shall be treated as rendered in an action 
founded on tort. At the time of such judgment, the court shall adjudge that the cause of action 
arose from the willful and malicious act of the defendant, and that he ought to be confined in 
close jail, and a certificate thereof shall be stated in or upon the execution. 
 


