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The following information is specific to the State of Rhode Island. All of the material included in this 
supplement must be included in all training classes in the State of Rhode Island. Failure to cover this 
material will result in the training class being deemed invalid. If you have any questions regarding 
the supplement, please contact the National Restaurant Association Educational Foundation at (800) 
765-2122.  
Drinking by Underage Persons  

In the State of Rhode Island, license holders shall not sell, furnish, or allow the consumption of 
alcoholic beverages to any person who has not reached his or her twenty-first (21

st

) birthday upon any 
licensed premises.  

Acceptable Forms of Identification  

In the State of Rhode Island, the following forms of identification are acceptable:  
• A motor vehicle operator‘s license, which bears the date of birth of the licensee, and which is 

issued in Rhode Island or any other state.  
• An armed service identification card  
• Valid Passport  
• Rhode Island identification card  

 
Alcohol Server Certification Permits  

In the State of Rhode Island, it is a requirement that all persons who sell or serve alcoholic 
beverages, anyone serving in a supervisory capacity over those who sell or serve alcoholic beverages, 
anyone whose job description entails the checking of identification for the purchase of alcoholic 
beverages and valet parking staff must receive Alcohol Server Training.  

Eligible employees are required to complete the certified training within sixty (60) days of the date 
of hire. The trainees must receive a score of 75% or better on the certification exam. Certificates 
must be renewed every three years.  

 



 

Each licensee must submit to their municipality information verifying that all persons required to 
have training employed by the licensee for more than sixty (60) days in the past year have 
completed a certified training program within the last three (3) years.  

Those individuals required to have training must have their valid server permits on the premises 
when engaged in the sale or service of alcoholic beverages.  

Service of Liquor to a Visibly Intoxicated Person  

In the State of Rhode Island, anyone who recklessly serves liquor to a visibly intoxicated individual 
is liable for damages proximately caused by that individual‘s consumption of liquor.  

Service of liquor is reckless if a defendant intentionally serves liquor to an individual when the 
server knows that the individual being served is a minor or is visibly intoxicated, and the server 
consciously disregards an obvious and substantial risk that serving liquor to that individual will 
cause physical harm to the drinker or to others.  
Some specific serving practices that are admissible as evidence of reckless conduct include, but 

are not limited to, the following:   

• Active encouragement of intoxicated individuals to consume substantial amounts of liquor 

• Service of liquor to an individual who is under twenty-one (21) years old when the                            
server has actual or constructive knowledge of the individual‘s age  

• Service of liquor to an individual that is so continuous and excessive that it creates a 
substantial risk of death by alcohol poisoning  

 
Regulations Regarding Happy Hour and Open Bar  

No licensee, employee or agent of any licensee who is licensed to sell alcoholic beverages 
shall:  

• Cause or require any person or persons to buy more than one drink at a time by reducing the 
price of that drink  

• Increase the volume of alcohol contained in any alcoholic beverage without proportionately 
increasing the price  

• Sell, propose to sell or deliver to any person or persons an unlimited number of drinks during 
a certain period of time for a fixed price  

• Allow or encourage any game or promotion on the premises which involves the drinking of 
alcoholic beverages or the awarding of alcoholic beverages as prizes for consumption on the 
premises  

 
Licensees shall not advertise or promote in any manner, or in any medium, happy hours, open bars, 
two-for-one nights and /or free drink specials.  

There are no prohibitions against offering free food or entertainment at any time. There are no 
prohibitions against including an alcoholic beverage as part of a meal package or delivering wine by 
the bottle or carafe when sold with meals or to more than one person. There are no prohibitions 
against wine tasting.  

 

 



 

 

Hours of Operation  

In the State of Rhode Island, an establishment may be open for business and regularly patronized at 
least from nine o‘clock (9:00) a.m. to seven o‘clock (7:00) p.m. provided that no alcoholic beverage 
is sold or served after one o‘clock (1:00) a.m., nor before six o‘clock (6:00) a.m.  

Class B licensees may pay an additional fee if approved to open for business at twelve o‘clock 
(12:00) p.m. and on Fridays and Saturdays and the night before legal state holidays may close at 
two o‘clock (2:00) a.m.  
Criminal and Administrative Penalties for the Server, Owner, and Manager, in the State of 
Rhode Island  

Any person who sells or suffers to be sold or delivered any beverage to a person who has not reached 
his or her twenty-first (21

st

) birthday either for his or her own use or the use of his or her parents or 
any other person, or allows any person who has not reached his or her twenty-first (21

st

) birthday to 
drink beverages on licensed premises or suffers or allows any persons who have not reached their 
eighteenth (18

th

) birthday to sell or serve any beverage on the premises shall for the first offense be 
subject to a fine of $250. For the second offense, be subject to a fine of $500 and for the third and 
any subsequent offense, be subject to a fine of $750. If there are no offenses in three (3) successive 
years from the date of the last offense, then the next offense shall be treated as a first offense.  

Alcoholic beverage retail licensee‘s and any employee or agent of the licensee along with any person 
who, at the time of an act of giving rise to liability, was required by law to have had an alcoholic 
beverage retail license and any employee or agent of that person is liable for negligently serving 
liquor to a minor and damages proximately caused by the minor‘s consumption of the liquor.  

Alcoholic beverage retail licensee‘s and any employee or agent of the licensee along with any person 
who, at the time of an act of giving rise to liability, was required by law to have had an alcoholic 
beverage retail license and any employee or agent of that person is liable for recklessly serving liquor 
to a minor and damages proximately caused by the minor‘s consumption of the liquor.  

Damages may be awarded for all injuries recognized under Rhode Island common or statutory law. 
Punitive damages may be awarded in all actions based on reckless conduct. Punitive damages may 
not be awarded for actions based on negligent conduct  
 
 



 
 
 
Contact Information for Munic ipal  L iquor Control  Boards and the Rhode Is land  
 
ARLENE D PETIT 
TOWN CLERK TOWN HALL  
93 NARRAGANSETT AVE  
JAMESTOWN RI  02835  
423-7200  
 
KAREN D. ALLEN, 
TOWN CLERK TOWN HALL  
100 OLD RIVER RD BOX 100  
LINCOLN RI 02865  
233-1000  
 
BARBARA L. NASH  
TOWN CLERK TOWN HALL  
350 EAST MAIN RD  
MIDDLETOWN RI  02842  
847-0009  
 
FIONA FITZPATRICK  
TOWN CLERK TOWN HALL  
PO DRAWER 220  
BLOCK ISLAND RI  02807  
466-3202  
 
JAMES D MARQUES  
TOWN CLERK TOWN HALL  
80 BOSTON NECK RD  
NO KINGSTOWN RI  02852  
294-3331 x120  
 
DEBRA A TODD  
TOWN CLERK TOWN OF N SMITHFIELD  
575 SMITHFIELD ROAD  
N SMITHFIELD RI  02896 
000-0000 
 
KATHLEEN VIERA-BEAUDOIN  
TOWN CLERK TOWN HALL  
2200 EAST MAIN RD  
PORTSMOUTH RI  02871  
683-2101  
 
ROBIN D  PIMENTAL  
TOWN CLERK TOWN HALL  
1385 HARTFORD AVE  
JOHNSTON RI  02919 553-8830  
 
 
 
 
 

CAROL A WORDELL  
TOWN CLERK TOWN HALL  
PO BOX 226  
LITTLE COMPTON RI 02837  
635-4400  
 
CAROL ROBBINS  
TOWN CLERK TOWN HALL  
25 FIFTH AVE  
NARRAGANSETT RI 02882  
789-1044  
 
KATHLEEN M SILVIA  
CITY CLERK CITY HALL  
43 BROADWAY  
NEWPORT RI  02840  
845-5351  
 
ERNEST J. CARLUCCI ACTING  
TOWN CLERK TOWN HALL 
 2000 SMITH ST  
NO PROVIDENCE RI 02911  
000-0000 
 
MARY ORGAN  
TOWN CLERK TOWN HALL  
5 TOWNHOUSE RD  
WYOMING RI 02898  
539-9000 
 
JANICE M LAPORTE 
CITY CLERK CITY HALL  
137 ROOSEVELT AVE  
PAWTUCKET RI  02860  
728-0500 x225  
 
MICHAEL R CLEMENT  
CITY CLERK CITY HALL  
25 DORRANCE ST 
 PROVIDENCE RI  02903  
421-7740  
 
MARGARET M. LONG  
TOWN CLERK TOWN HALL  
195 DANIELSON PIKE  
NO SCITUATE RI  02857 647-2822  
 
DIANNE L ADY  
TOWN CLERK TOWN HALL  
64 FARNUM PIKE ESMOND RI  02917  
767-2200 x216 

 
 



 
 
 
Divis ion of  Commercial  L icensing and Regulat ion 
	
LORRAINE A DEROIS  LOUIS P. CIRILLO  
TOWN CLERK  TOWN CLERK  
TOWN HALL  TOWN HALL  
283 COUNTY RD  10 COURT ST  
BARRINGTON RI 02806  BRISTOL RI 02809  
247-1900 x 306  253-7000  

 
LOUISE R. PHANEUF  ELIZABETH A CROWLEY  
TOWN CLERK  CITY CLERK  
TOWN HALL  CITY HALL  
105 HARRISVILLE MAIN ST  580 BROAD ST  
HARRISVILLE RI  02830  CENTRAL FALLS RI 02863  
568-4300 x114  727-7400  

 
JODI P. LA CROIX  CHERYL A. GEORGE  
TOWN CLERK  TOWN CLERK  
TOWN HALL  TOWN HALL  
4540 SOUTH COUNTY TR  1670 FLAT RIVER RD  
CHARLESTOWN RI 02813  COVENTRY RI  02816  
364-1200  822-9173  

 
MARIA MEDEROS WALL  PATRICIA SKURKA  
CITY CLERK  TOWN CLERK  
CITY HALL  TOWN HALL  
869 PARK AVE  45 BROAD ST  
CRANSTON RI 02910  CUMBERLAND RI 02864  
780-3198  728-2400 x36  

 
DEIDRA A KETTELLE  DANA L. TOY  
TOWN CLERK  CITY CLERK  
TOWN HALL  CITY HALL  
PO BOX 111  145 TAUNTON AVE  
EAST GREENWICH RI 02818  EAST PROVIDENCE RI 02914  
886-8604  435-7590  

 
CHERYL A CHORNEY  ANNE M IRONS  
TOWN CLERK  TOWN CLERK  
TOWN HALL  TOWN HALL  
675 TEN ROD RD  181 HOWARD HILL RD  
EXETER RI 02822  FOSTER RI  02825  

 
JEAN M FECTEAU, TOWN CLERK  ELIZABETH J COOK-MARTIN  
TOWN HALL  TOWN CLERK  
1145 PUTNAM PIKE  TOWN HALL  
PO DRAWER B  ONE TOWN HOUSE RD  
CHEPACHET RI  02814-0702  HOPKINTON RI 02833  
568-6206  377-7777  
 


